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(a) This was but another name more specious for the independence of
the members on the JSederal head.

L. Abbé Millot, Elemenss of Ancient Histo
{1797]), I, Book II, chapter 1V, 183-84.
General History, was first published in 177

2. Observations sur | "Histoire de la Gréce in Euyres Compleétes de I’Abbé 4y Mably (19 vol,

Toulouse and Nismes, 1793), V, Book IV, 207-9. Mably’s history of Greece wag i
published in 1749,

. Translated from the French (2 vols., New York
This work, the first part of Millot’s Elementy

331. From Roger Sherman
New Haven, 8 December!
Dear Sir

I'am informed that you wish to know my opinion with respect to the
new Constitution lately formed by

the federa] convention, and the
Objections made against it.

I suppose it is the general op
United States is not Sufficien

power to fulfil them.
To form a just opinion
ered, whether the powers

of the new constitution it Should be consid-
to be thereby vested in the federal govern-
y Such as are necessary to Secure the
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Randolph, declared, that tho’ he did not think fit to Sign it, he ha
fixed determination to oppose it, nor have I heard that he hag §
made any opposition to it.*

The other two Honorable Gentlemen whom I esteem for their py
otism and good Sense have published their objections,” which de
Some notice; and I think the foregoing observations on the principlé
the Constitution must evince that their fears are groundless. The |
ples right of election is doubly Secured, the legislatures of the parti¢
States have right to regulate it. and if they Should fail to do it propel
it may be done by congress. and what possible motive can either h
to injure the people in the exercise of that right.-the qualifications of
electors are to remain as fixed by the State constitutions. It is object
that the number of representatives will be too Small-but it is my opl
ion that it will be quite large enough if extended as far as the congtif
tion will admit, the present number in both branches will consist
Ninety one members which is the Same number that the States hayt
right to elect under the confederation,* and I have heard no complaii
that the number is not Sufficient to give information, of the circumstai
ces of the States and to transact the general affairs of the union; nor hay
any of the States thought fit to keep up the full representation that the

are intitled to- may beouaids that-the-powers—ofthe S '
inereased;—tts—trae nor will the additional powers of congress make |
necessary to increase the number of members they will have the addi
tional powers of regulating commerce, establishing a uniform rule o
naturalization, and laws on the Subject of bankruptcies, and to providi
for the punishment of counterfeiting coins and Securities of the united
States, and to prescribe a uniform mode of organizing, arming and
training the Militia under the authority of the Several States, and ta
promote the progress of Science by Securing, to persons for a limited:
time the benefit of their writings & inventions. The other powers are the
Same as Congress have under the articles of confederation with this dif*
ference, that they will have authority to carry into effect, what they have
now a right to require to be done by the States.

O ar

It was thought necessary in order to carry into efect the laws of the

union, and to preserve justice and harmony among the States, to extend
the judicial powers of the confederacy, they cannot be extended beyond
the enumerated cases, but may be limited by Congress, and doubtless

will be restricted to Such cases of importance & magnitude as cannot

Safely be trusted to the final decision of the courts of the particular
States, the Supreme court may have a circuit through the States to make
the trials as convenient, and as little expensive to the parties as may be;
and the trial by jury will doubtless be allowed in Cases proper for that

Nl Hor Idmund Randolph’s reasons
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442. James Kent to Nathaniel Lawrence
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Poughkeepsie, 8 December .
. ’ . e
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