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other popular l ad rs, becam' m re ·nary instl'unicn 1s for i11 v1 1 
their countrymen . The more effectually to nourish dis orcf 1111d cit 
der, the Romans had, to the astonishment of those who nfidnl i11 rh 
sincerity, already proclaimed universal liberty(n) throughou I c; 1111 

With the same insidious views, they now seduced them mb rs fror11 rl 
league, by representing to their pride, the violation it comm it l1 ·cl 1 
their sovereignty. By these arts, this Union, the last hope ofGn•1•1·1·, rl 
last hope of antient liberty, was torne into pieces; and such iml>n il1 lr 
and distraction introduced, that the arms of Rome found little clillic 1111 
in compleating the ruin which their arts had commenced. The Ach11·1111 
were cut to pieces; and Achaia loaded with chains, under which ir 
groaning at this hour. 

I have thought it not superfluous to give the outlines of this impor 1 111 

portion of history; both because it teaches more than one lesson ; .11111 
because, as a supplement to the outlines of the Acha:an constitutio11 , II 
emphatically illustrates the tendency of foederal bodies, rather 
anarchy among the members, than to tyranny in the head. 

(a) This was but another name more specious for the independence of 
the members on the f cederal head. 

1. Abbe Millot, Elements ef Ancient History. Translated from the French (2 vols. , New Y111 ~ 
[1797]) , I , Book II , chapter IV, 183-84. This work, the first part of Millot 's Elemm/t •I 
General History , was first published in 1772. 

2. Observations sur l'Histoire de la Grece in <Euvres Completes de !'Abbi de Mably ( 19 vol 
Toulouse and Nismes, 1793), V, Book IV, 207-9. Mably's history of Greece was 111 1 published in 1749 . 

331. From Roger Sherman 
New Haven, 8 December1 

Dear Sir 

I am informed that you wish to know my opinion with respect to tlw 
new Constitution lately formed by the federal convention, and the• 
Objections made against it . 

I suppose it is the general opinion that the present Government oftlw 
United States is not Sufficient to give them Credit and respectability 
Abroad or Security at home . But little faith or confidence can be placed 
in a goverment that has only power to enter into engagements, but n o 
power to fulfil them. 

To form a just opinion of the new constitution it Should be .consid­
ered, whether the powers to be thereby vested in the federal govern ­
ment are Sufficient, and only Such as are necessary to Secure the 
Common interests of the States; and whether the exercise of those pow­
ers is placed in Safe hands.-In every government there is a trust, which 
may be abused; but the greatest Security against abuse is , that the 
interest of those in whom the powers of government are vested is the 
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Rand lph , d l an~d , 1h a t Lh o ' he diet not 1hink lit to S ign ii , ht• Ii 111 
fixed determina tion Lo oppose iL , n r hav ' I hc;ird Lh a l he has • 11 

made any opposition to it . 2 

The other two Honorable Gen tl em en whom I esteem for Lh ·ir p 11 

otism and good Sense have publish ed their obj cctions, 3 which d1• 1 1 

Some notice; and I think the foregoing observations on the prin ·ipl1 
the Constitution must evince that their fears a re groundless . Tlw p 
pies right of election is doubly Secured, the legislatures of the parti1111 
States have right to regulate it. and if they Should fail to do it prop<'1 I 
it may be done by congress. and what possible motive can either Ii 1 

to injure the people in the exercise of that right.-the qualifications ii d 
electors are to remain as fixed by the State constitutions. It is obj('< 11 

that the number of representatives will be too Small-but it is m y op111 
ion that it will be quite large enough if extended as far as the cons lit 11 

tion will admit, the present number in both braI}ches will consisl 1 
Ninety one members which is the Same number that the States ha t 
right to elect under the confederation, 4 and I have heard no complni11 
that the number is not Sufficient to give information, of the circumst1111 
ces of the States and to transact the general affairs of the union ; nor hn 
any of the States thought fit to keep up the full representation that Lilt 
are intitled to. It may be 8aid, that the powers of the Congress 11 

increased, its trne nor will the additional powers of congress m ah 11 

necessary to increase the number of members they will have the ad h 
tional powers of regulating commerce, establishing a uniform rule tol 
naturalization, and laws on the Subject of bankruptcies, and to provide 
for the punishment of counterfeiting coins and Securities of the united 
States, and to prescribe a uniform mode of organizing, arming and 
training the Militia under the authority of the Several States, and to 
promote the progress of Science by Securing, to persons for a limit ·d 
time the benefit of their writings & inventions. The other powers are th(• 
Same as Congress have under the articles of confederation with this dif 
ference, tha t they will have authority to carry into effect, what they hav(' 
now a right to require to be done by the States. 

It was thought necessary in order to carry into efect the laws of th ' 
union , and to preserve justice and harmony among the States, to exten I 
the judicial powers of the confederacy, they cannot be· extended beyond 
the enumerated cases, but may be limited by Congress , and doubtless 
will be restricted to Such cases of importance & magnitude as cannot 
Safely be trusted to the final decision of the courts of the particular 
States , the Supreme court may have a circuit through the States to make 
the trials as convenient, and as little expensive to the parties as may be; 
and the trial by jury will doubtless be allowed in Cases proper for that 
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I' . James Kent to Nathanie\Lawrence 
Pt;ughkeepsie, 8 December . , ·-

do our Friendship the compliment of a Lmc 
I have only a moment to f th's Quarter that deserves mu ·h 

. . f m you rom i I 
I h:1v' nothmg t~ m orf b t Sort of People are engrossed & mu 1 

11 rn ti on- The Mmds o ou~. etl er t' -As you appear by your las t 
b h t politica ques wn ·11 

,111i111ated y t e grea 1 d your Mind I am in hopes you w1 
I ,1·tLer not to have absolute. y ma : ut f deral faith- If you should not I 
t•111 bark at last fervently with ml~ ~n ti De.secernment & Virtue & probably 

. h fyour po itica i . f 
hall thmk t. e same ? . Diffidence of the Strength & J ust1ce o . my 

with some httle additional d & eflect serves but to convmce 
. . A t S · r all I can rea r . . 

I )Wn Opinion- s ye i d . the Government & that tt is take 
ine of the high expediency of a :ptmgS stem as the various Interests & 
iL all in all about as good & per ect a y 


