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COLORADO 2019 LEGISLATIVE SERVICE

Seventy-Second General Assembly, First Regular Session

Additions are indicated by Text; deletions by
Text .

Vetoes are indicated by  Text ;
stricken material by  Text .

CHAPTER 378

H.B. 19–1129

HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS—CONVERSION THERAPY—CHILDREN AND MINORS

AN ACT CONCERNING PROHIBITING A MENTAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDER FROM
ENGAGING IN CONVERSION THERAPY WITH A PATIENT UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF AGE.

Be it Enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Colorado:

SECTION 1. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 12–36–102.5, amend the introductory portion; and add (5.5) as follows:

<< CO ST § 12–36–102.5 >>

12–36–102.5. Definitions. As used in this article  article 36, unless the context otherwise requires:

(5.5)(a) “Conversion therapy” means any practice or treatment by a licensed physician specializing in the practice of
psychiatry that attempts or purports to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity, including efforts
to change behaviors or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attraction or feelings toward
individuals of the same sex.

(b) “Conversion therapy” does not include practices or treatments that provide:

(I) Acceptance, support, and understanding for the facilitation of an individual's coping, social support, and identity
exploration and development, including sexual orientation-neutral interventions to prevent or address unlawful conduct
or unsafe sexual practices, as long as the counseling does not seek to change sexual orientation or gender identity; or

(II) Assistance to a person undergoing gender transition.

SECTION 2. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 12–36–117, add (1)(nn) as follows:

<< CO ST § 12–36–117 >>

12–36–117. Unprofessional conduct. (1) “Unprofessional conduct” as used in this article 36 means:

(nn) Engaging in conversion therapy with a patient who is under eighteen years of age.
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SECTION 3. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 12–43–201, amend (1.5); and add (1.4) as follows:

<< CO ST § 12–43–201 >>

12–43–201. Definitions. As used in this article 43, unless the context otherwise requires:

(1.4) “Certified addiction counselor” means a person who is an addiction counselor certified pursuant to this article 43.

(1.5)(a) “Certified addiction counselor” means a person who is an addiction counselor certified pursuant to this article
“Conversion therapy” means any practice or treatment by a licensee, registrant, or certificate holder that attempts or
purports to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity, including efforts to change behaviors or gender
expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attraction or feelings toward individuals of the same sex.

(b) “Conversion therapy” does not include practices or treatments that provide:

(I) Acceptance, support, and understanding for the facilitation of an individual's coping, social support, and identity
exploration and development, including sexual orientation-neutral interventions to prevent or address unlawful conduct
or unsafe sexual practices, as long as the counseling does not seek to change sexual orientation or gender identity; or

(II) Assistance to a person undergoing gender transition.

SECTION 4. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 12–43–222, amend (1) introductory portion; and add (1)(t)(V) as follows:

<< CO ST § 12–43–222 >>

12–43–222. Prohibited activities—related provisions. (1) A person licensed, registered, or certified under this article 43
violates this article 43 if he or she  the person:

(t) Has engaged in any of the following activities and practices:

(V) Conversion therapy with a client who is under eighteen years of age.

SECTION 5. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 12–240–104, add as relocated by House Bill 19–1172 (5.5) as follows:

<< CO ST § 12–240–104 >>

12–240–104. Definitions. As used in this article 240, unless the context otherwise requires:

(5.5)(a) “Conversion therapy” means any practice or treatment by a licensed physician specializing in the practice of
psychiatry that attempts or purports to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity, including efforts
to change behaviors or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attraction or feelings toward
individuals of the same sex.

(b) “Conversion therapy” does not include practices or treatments that provide:
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(I) Acceptance, support, and understanding for the facilitation of an individual's coping, social support, and identity
exploration and development, including sexual orientation-neutral interventions to prevent or address unlawful conduct
or unsafe sexual practices, as long as the counseling does not seek to change sexual orientation or gender identity; or

(II) Assistance to a person undergoing gender transition.

SECTION 6. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 12–240–121, add as relocated by House Bill 19–1172 (1)(ee) as follows:

<< CO ST § 12–240–121 >>

12–240–121. Unprofessional conduct—definitions. (1) “Unprofessional conduct” as used in this article 240 means:

(ee) Engaging in conversion therapy with a patient who is under eighteen years of age.

SECTION 7. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 12–245–202, add as relocated by House Bill 19–1172 (3.5) as follows:

<< CO ST § 12–245–202 >>

12–245–202. Definitions. As used in this article 245, unless the context otherwise requires:

(3.5)(a) “Conversion therapy” means any practice or treatment by a licensee, registrant, or certificate holder that
attempts or purports to change an individual's sexual orientation or gender identity, including efforts to change
behaviors or gender expressions or to eliminate or reduce sexual or romantic attraction or feelings toward individuals
of the same sex.

(b) “Conversion therapy” does not include practices or treatments that provide:

(I) Acceptance, support, and understanding for the facilitation of an individual's coping, social support, and identity
exploration and development, including sexual orientation-neutral interventions to prevent or address unlawful conduct
or unsafe sexual practices, as long as the counseling does not seek to change sexual orientation or gender identity; or

(II) Assistance to a person undergoing gender transition.

SECTION 8. In Colorado Revised Statutes, 12–245–224, add as relocated by House Bill 19–1172 (1)(t)(V) as follows:

<< CO ST § 12–245–224 >>

12–245–224. Prohibited activities—related provisions. (1) A person licensed, registered, or certified under this article 245
violates this article 245 if the person:

(t) Has engaged in any of the following activities and practices:

(V) Conversion therapy with a client who is under eighteen years of age.
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SECTION 9. Act subject to petition—effective date. (1) Except as otherwise provided in subsection (2) of this section, this

act takes effect at 12:01 a.m. on the day following the expiration of the ninety-day period after final adjournment of the general
assembly (August 2, 2019, if adjournment sine die is on May 3, 2019); except that, if a referendum petition is filed pursuant to
section 1(3) of article V of the state constitution against this act or an item, section, or part of this act within such period, then
the act, item, section, or part will not take effect unless approved by the people at the general election to be held in November
2020 and, in such case, will take effect on the date of the official declaration of the vote thereon by the governor.
(2) Sections 5, 6, 7, and 8 of this act take effect only if House Bill 19–1172 becomes law, in which case sections 5, 6, 7, and
8 take effect October 1, 2019.

Approved May 31, 2019.
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