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A thing moderately
good is not so good as
it ought to be. Moder-
ation in temper is al-
ways a virtue; but mod-
eration in principle is
alwavs a vice.

Thomas Paine




Montans Farm Buread President Speaks Out on Proposed Constitution

1 had hoped the proposed constitution for Montana would be a
docunent that | could suppest hut chéfe are too nacy changes from
the old conscitution that are detrimental to ag-
riculture.

The proposed comstitoution confirms existing
water rights, then claims all water In the State
a8 a property of the Statc and the Leglalature
hag che control, adminlstratlon and regulation
of water rights with a centralized record svs-
tem, Quite different [rom cur presant aysbtem,

Article 16 in the "Declaration of Righge"
opens  up Ehe possibility of third pacty suits.
The proposed constitution states “That the State

Bevnaad Hutkneds gpd  each person shall maintain and improve a
clean and healthful environnent." Thia provision directs the leg-
lglature Co andct laws that allow class action suits. Althouogh che
present constltution does not prohibit such legislation it becomes
i requirement under the proposed comscitution. This opens up the
pegsibilicy of thicd party suicts relacive to envirooment amd makes
it & duty to inform on other persons amnd Be &8 state &Bpy. The
amount of harrassment this cam cAuse agrlculture cen not be caleu-
lated.

The proposed constitution eliminates the requirement that
taxes be collected unifermly and eliminates the statevide limit of
the 2 mill properecy tax levy, making it possible for the Legisla-
ture to establish a statewids properiy tax as high as it wishes to
provide the funds for any purpose it wishea, Agriculture pays a
large share of the property tax and is particularly wulnerable when
only about 18I of the population 1s involved in agriculture and is
a dipinishing influence in the legislature. The state Is required
under the new constltution to appraise, assess and equalize che
valuation of all caxable property which would require a large force
of appralsers and supervisers at the state level and for all prac-
tical purposes eliminates the county assessor and the local tax
appraleing machinery or it could lead to a double set of tax ap=
praisers.

The proposed conscitutfon requires the Legislature to be a
tontiouous body every year with not more than 60 legislatvive days
per year but any legislarure can Increase the limit of the next
sesslon. This would require fullcime employment of legislative
personnel and cause state boards, bureaus and agencles to hire
still more emplovees to handle the yearly state budgets. The in-
creased coste would be considerable.

There are several other points that should be brought to  the
attention of the voters of the State but the four issuwes I have
named above are detrimencsl to the interests of agriculture and
will burden the agricultural producer.
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U look Im the Commtiturion of the United States for ramts of
legislative power, But look Iz The Comstitution of the ftate o ge-
certals I amy lémitetiosns bare been ler g EpOE e comgy Loty
PoweT with which the srate legislatyre was vested In j1s Ereat Lom
4% reasTved by the Tenth Amwnimest, ‘but limdged by the Fout teents
A Al 1 1

State Comatitutions meisurs and limie powers of tha fEacut ive,
Jediciary, and le elature, bur they do nor and showld et sty
or limit the rig

of the govermed. ALl Fover sof limiced or sur-
Fendered beloogs to the individual citizen.

The basis of all our written conslitutionsl forms of govers-
BEnt 18 dependent on the consent of che cltisens. It is the peo-
ple, voting in & free electlon, that can grant of rescwe ARY powEEE
Eiven to sither the federal or srace Eovermment.

The purpose of constitutions should be to protéct people [rom
government - whether local, state, or federal.

If you compare our present Scate Constitution, wyou will find
that the new proposed Montana Constituticn has provislons Chat en-
large the powers of our local and state government , such as for ex-
anple, the removal of the debt limic of five per centum of aasessed
value of taxable property as now provided in Article XLIT, Seet
5 and 6, and the right of the people to vote on levies for state
purposss in excess of two mills, as now provided in Article X111,
Section 5,

The power te tax is a dangerous power. Should the u-l:-u-d
citizen give the State Legislature an unlimited power to tam

tution as

There is no clear indicacion in the propossd comstl g
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held to be deceptive and misleading 1s a matcer that could wery
well be the subject of coprt llrigatiom.

The mow proposals will expose all home owners and [arm  owners
to Turther Eaxes by the Montana Lepiglature. This will eend o

divide the paople.

In voting on cthe proposed new consbitutlon the citizens will
be required o wote om the whale documanc, T thete be any part of
it that a eirizen does mot want he will nesd fo vore against even

though he might approva of some of the changes.

grability of our government is established by the constitu-
tion. Changes require a thorough study of all citizens. The pro=-
posals take the limits off the state legislature. [f approved the
people will suffer mare laws and more govermment and mach  greater

costs. Whe will pay for Ic?

Critical (Commento

ARTICLE II - DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
Section 3. INALIEMABLE RIGHTS

AllL persons are born free and have certain ipalienable rights,
They imclude the vight to & clean and healthful envirenment and the
righte of pursuing life's basic necessities, enjoying and defending
thedr lives and liberties, acquiring, possessing and protecting
property, and seeking their safety, healch and happiness in  all
lawful ways. In enjoying these rights, all persons recognize
corresponding responsibilities.

woR ok ow ok

The reference to a "clean and healthful esnviromment” is a new
provision. This provision ghould be read In light of Artlele IX,
ENVironment., It"s impact is beyond {magination. bDogs this mean
that it will be a duty and a requirement for citizens o report one
another for any environmental offense?

Section 16. THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE.

Courts of justice shall be open to every peraen, and speedy
remedy afforded for every injury of person, property, or character.
No person shall be deprived of this full legal redress for Imjury
incurred in employment for which another person may be liable ex-
cept as to fellow employees and his immediare employer who hired
him if such ismediate employer provides coverage wunder the Work-
men's Compensation Laws of this state. Right and justice shall be
administered without sale, denial, or delay.

'R E e

Third party suits would be possible under this prevision. if
applied 1jterally, it would entitle an injured amployee of any per-




fecriom 18. STATE SURJECT TO SUIT.

Tha state, countles, cilties, townms, asnd all othay Loeg)
governmental enticies shall have ne Lesusity from swit fop 1% ey
ts & parssa or propaviy. This provislom shall spply saly ge Pr—
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ABTICLE ¥V - THE LECISLATURE
Section 6. SESSIONS.

The legislagure shall be & contissous bosy for Cwe-pear
peticds begimmiag when sevly slécted members take office. Amy
business, bill, or resolution pending at adjourmmest of a sssslon
shall carry over with the same status te any other sesslom of the
legislature during the blennius. The legislature shall sest at
Least once & year in regular sesslos of oot sore thas &0 legis-
lative daya. Any legislature miy focresse the limit oa the length

be sntended by previous legislitures. S& I8 realivy there ame
limitations after the firsc sessiom on the length of
sesafons  whould the proposed constitution be adopted.
lead to professional leglsiaters, sddivional
increassd cost of state government. ic i= i



AETTICLE ¥ 1 EEVENUE & FINASCE

lection & HICHEAY REVENDE EON-pIVIRSION

i1} Nevesus frem gross eehicles waight fees ond emcise and
liconss tases (cmcept groaral sales sned cus Tames) om  paselise,
fesl, oni othet #8sTEY sources wisd ©6 propel wehicles om puhliic
Righsays shall b cvned as spthorised by ha laglslerore, after de=
dection of siatutocy cefonds and ad jusimenis, selely for:

Poymernt of ohligatjces imcurred fov comsrrec
, repair, operatios, end ssiotenssce of public
FLresis, roads, bridpes.
%) Paysest of comsty, clity, snd tows shiligarioss on streels,

roads, sad bridges.

{c)l enlorcessent of highway safety, driver sdocallen, Cowutist
prosotion, snd adednistrative collection costs.

(1) Such revenoe may be appropristed far ochar purposes by &
thres={ Ll thi vate of the members of asch houss of che leglalaturs.

& & & & & w

NICHWAY REVENUE BONTF DTVERS This provide far t
highway Fumd From gross vehlcle walght Taes dr ¥ licenis
panes on gasalipe, (uEl snd other anergy sdurcen used to propel ves
hicles sn public hlghways. The presant matltution restricts ha
ume of thaws (unds for highway conétrugtlon Tha proposed comgtl-
tutlon would allow the legisiatura, by a 1 divert thess
funda for other puo ga8. The satics Eruat {ur
welfare, public edocation or to balance This

would sliminate matching Cunds for the
emlanger the stata"s Blghway Suil By P
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This propesal allows the leglalsture to crests & state debt by
i/} wers. Presemzly only the people can bond the state for & ma
wvar B100,000. There would be ne lisit on the bonded indsbtedness
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INT wUT VI KANCE

@re are cwo slgniflo&ant Bltimg fifo Lns i the prewsn
tion that have besn delsied ma s the state 2 mill Lin
¥ Wieh & mii # ated  wm the propesed fom
log Che srane Lleg il L' L I AEAtE gy

pgardes o Lhw st precesds tan
Pla G openaed Sl l twiien, 19 i
b iz & propatty tas on Che P -

5 ther wmissrals, from Uhe
wntilea amd ciTies o et would (e et prw
codds Lan be dirscoed” T wmild b Allowed to con
timwes to levy such & tan, however if could be diverted te the stats
tar any purpose, This would leave the counties and schepl dis-
trictes the problem of increasing other properiy Canes (o make wup
the loss. By deleting the 1 s&lll levy oi proparly and by divert=
ing the nat proceesds revend® to the state, local property owners
could eapect an incroase in Cames.
ANTICLE I[X - ENVIROMMENT AND HATURAL RESOURCES

Sectlon 1. FROTECTION ANL [MPROVESENT.

(1) The state snd each perwm shall msistais esd Saprove
a clesn and Baalihful envircement In Moarsss fer present smd Eutnte
pemerations .,

(3) The legisistcre shall provids ror the sdminlscrarics el
salercoment of this duty.

(1) The legislature shall provide sfequate vemsdies for the
protection of the covironmental life support systes frem degration
and provide sdequate remedies to prevent unreasonable depletics sad
degration of natural resources.
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section ). WATER RIGHTS,

&) The legislature shall provide [or Che sdministral jon,
control, and regulatios of wsrer rights and chall sstaklish & sys
tem of oemiralived recerds, iz sdditien to the present system ol
local recerds.
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i ] & tioe Jira < i L]
centralised rocord wystem which s i with wha
presemtly being erganised The provision does " TEER T
legiglature to caka the Inltlative o o stabklish & avitesm af ¥r
tralieed Fecords amil direces the lagislaturs to sdminlater, o ntral
aid regulats water rights The effects ot the direct T provide

this srction are difficult to ascertain at this

im
rection taben by tha M Ea polllica

maksup and simccphere of the legislatwrs

Ioglnlature vould depeand up

ARTICLE X - EDDCATION & FUSLIC LANDS
Section 1. IDUPCATIONAL COALS AND DUTIES

{2} The state recogniczes the distinct and wnique cultural
heritage of the American [ndisns and iz committed in its &doca-
tional goals to the presarvation of their cultural integricy.

L B

Comvention delegates appear to have drawm & distiociion be-
twees the Aeericaz [Indiss and other residests of MonLans. In
effect this cements discrimisation imte the constitution ssd glves
rise to recial disvisctions. The Aserices Indiss is a part of
Montans society and should be recognized a5 such withowt prossl-
gating and perpernatisg £iscrimisarion.

Section 7, MON-DISCAIMINATION IN EDUCATION.

Bo person shall be refused admission to any public educational
inscitution on account of eex, vace, creed, rvellglon, political
beliefs, or mational origin.

LB




Section %. BOAEDS OF ENDCATIOR

(2} (a) The government and control of the Mootana u-"h".“],
nyntem Ls vested In & boatd of regents of higher education which
shall hawve Full power, responslbility, and suthoricy to BupETY | e
shall wupervise and cocrdinate other public sducarional 1,,“_“““:
pinns sesigned by law

P tha g r Estitetiea provides fed ey

— i Ed aft i The Far f RBegemis T higher asberat i -,
— A - rs L and swtherity te ouperviae,
o 1 Mt ama T T

& Baard, beard ol iz B vion, sre lads

Btwie Thadl maleil I Begeni wil dikely Denr o Tl

&l Ha L a4z e g +E Imll pesr aSlet the W Con-

. i Benagh b epl sgilure will have & cheach on tha board

hreugh appropristions, the Board (s glven tull power in coniyemt
ta the Board of Public Educat fon, whose duties are set by tha legi-

slature

ARTICLE XNI1 = DEFARTMENTE AND INSTITUTIONS

Sactiom 1. ACKICULTURE

(1) Special levies may be masde om Livestock asd om  agricsl-
tural commodities for disesse comzrel snd imdemmificatice, predater
cestrel, aaed livestoch ond commodity imspectiom, protectiom, e
seafch, and promotion. Eevesus devived shall be ueed selely for
the purpeses of the levies.

TR EREE

This proviglon opena (he gate to a Can on every :u'_ﬂtl'r in
the State of Montana. Control by the producers could be eliminated
and it could become a political slush fumd. A comstitution Is o
limit gevermment, ool torn goversment locss wpon the peopls. There
iz o limic on the smownt of the levy. The sxisting cmatitetion
has a limir of 4 wmills.

Sectiom 3. [INSTITUTIONS AND ASSTSTANCE.
(1) The state shall establish and support imstitutions snd

facilitdes as the public good may require, includinmg hoses which
may be necessary and desirable for the care of veterans.

This provision directs tha
tions and faeilities for ';u-m-"'"’"'",.. o
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TICLE XI - LOCAL GOVERRMENT

et 1om (FLF-CAWERRMEST CHAKNTER

afai ahnll =St
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sctien & SELF-OWERENEST PR

i lecal geversmenc

L Ziew any powEr 0o
or ch &r This gramt 1 ¥
ta  oth local pgoveromast enits throegh ept 23]l forms of gowerm

sent provided for In section 3.

Section %. VOTER REVIEW OF LOCAL COVERNMENT.

{1} The legislature shall, withis four years of the watili-
catieon of this cosstitetion, provide procedures requiring sach
local governsent wmit or combination of wnits te review its SLmud
ture and submit one sltersative tors of govermssnt to the qualified
electors ot the pext geoeral or specall slection.

(7)) T™e legislarere shall require a4 review procedurs omoe
every ten years after the first alsctios.

This ssctiss wsuld remmirs & local preevTEman
fere of pewwianest snd exbelt this form emd &= all
the slsdiofs eary o Pears. Ewws thowgt: 4 pariics af
prerrmast s tesctiasing preperly sl La scoeptable Br wemld be
requirsd  Ghat The gualirisd slectnes be reguired Co Tote on &2 al-
rarTnal lee [ors. This sould leal te sldiriese]l cosr of local v
irfment gad of beldisg eleccions.
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Sectiom 2. CODNSUMER COUNSEL

The legislature shall provide for am office of  Consmer
counsal which shall bave the duty af TERTHSENting Colsuner in-
tarasts In hearing before the public service commission aF sy
sthar successor apency The legislature shall provide for the
funding of the office of consumsr counssl by a special tam s tha
i Iscome ar gross rovemssrs of regulsted companies.

U

ot

The following testimonials are from a group of
concerned citizens that want to admonish you to take
4 critical look at the Proposed Constitution before

voting on Junme 6Gth, 1972.

Sestimonials

In view of the immediacy of the problem they
want to use this method to comvey their thoughts to
you in hopes that you will review the proposed docu-

ment carefully before you vote.




Right To Know Section Challenged
| object very stromgly to the right-to-know section fn  the
propoesd B1ll of Rights

This section says “No person shall be deprived of Che right te
srmmins docunenls oFf To oheerve the deliberations of all public o
agencied of state gowermment and s subdivisios
FICEPT 1B cases im which the demasd of Indiwid-
4l privacy emcesds the mevits of poblic discle-
e,

iy do I obhject s This sicilem sa $Tromgly"
| chject to the wording of the sectiom which
-ays That peoples cam heve the right—to—tmow is
fegard o govermment sgeecies and public bodies
snless  individual privacy should be moye im

El’tml -

I chink the wordiag ia arbicrary, oodefinable.
Mes. Powst Beowm 5 contradiction to the concept of "rights,” a
possible infringement of freedom of the press, amd wajust In its
applleat lod.

What, really, do che words "smcept In cases in which the de-
nand of individoal privacy exceeds the merits of publie disclosurs™
mean?

Bo they apply to private citleens and public officials alike?

Who is to deternine when the demand of individual privacy ex-
cepds the marits of public disclosure? The agency in guestion?
The leglalature? An appointed group?! The courts?

¥hat do [ wean wvhen 1 say the section is a costradiction te
tha concept of “rights?"

& Bill of Rights iz a citizen's protection agminst the gpovern-
Rt .

Rights are {irm, absslote comcepts iLhat are mof sebject to &
legialsture's whing. Obwicesly, the right-to-kmow section is mot &
firm, absolute concepr.

I thisk the sectiow is enjust i its applicatios becasss ar-
bitrary lawe alesys brisg isjestics.

-——'-u then that perses will sot have Eame  ged
ilm"

But what sbout Che parsom lﬂ-wh -y
tslte great encugh (according Lo somscse’s standard)? His nase
ﬂllh"“ -.—1 =37 g ";"' -




— & lmw carll ) dmy ave Us enl 1y

b " T Appear pial pEpaEy J T s specia Bt im
tice te Che other persons W haven | come Torth and plesdesd
suses you treat people alike sccording to a  flvm

fnce you as 3 REVApapeT person  are wot Cod T reu

thal appear v # public record and this hecomes

| alse think

ght-to-know section ls & possible infringe-

st of Freedos prese hocsuse I think vhen consciturional

— eglalatures or our Comgress Lry to salarge our pre-

— f Freedos I ithe press thee If I8 pomsible che
T be Iaformed might be 1isdiced.

1 thisk ctirm is wital t» the Comsti-

stromg freedonm of the proés gursactes i® &l]l that s Bec=

essary to a condtlintion.

Thire are many reasons [ will vore against the new constitu-
tlon, but the fact that the right-to-know gactlon is worded as It
ia, is reason snough for me to cast a negative vote,

Third Party Suu Dungoross Weapon

Article 11, Sectiom 1§ of the proposed Cosstitution forms a
part of the Declaration of Rights and contains the following new
Language: “The Adminlstration of Justice™. “Cowrts of Justice
shall be open to every porsen, and speady rem-
edy alforded for every injury or person, prop=
erty or character. No person shall be deprived
of thlis Full legal redreas for injery incured in
smployment for which snother persca may be  li-
able emcept as to fellow empleyees and his lmme—
diste emplover provides corerage wnder the Werh-
mre s Compensstion Llews of chis state. Eight
and fustice shall be admisistered withost sales,
denial or delay.”™

In effect chis provisien wouls estitle an
injured workman to first collect under his work-
wen's compensation coverage, if such coverage is

Jack Marfow  provided by his immediate esployer, and second,
he could in addition wue or bring an action against the third parcy
if negligénce by that party cam be proven., This is commonly
third party suits in workmen's compemsacion casss.

_‘h o



This defeats the basic principle of workmen's compsnsarios

Im wy cplmien it Bas s place an & cosstiiwtlom As Bachgrowsd ir
——rn the Suprems Couwfl { the Scats of Menresa. in rew seu-
srite decislons, ruled thet sueh third party suits could wot e in-

st louted. The wording contained in Section 16 ol the propases Cun-
=titution 18 #n obvious attempt to negate these Suprem® Court De
clilons

At the 1971 sedslon of the Legislature one segeent of the
qegal professien, 1 call them ssowlascs chasers, sttempied te pass
s Bill which wesld have sccomplished this third perty suit comcept
g wms billed. Now this punitive losgsage kas beea alipped 18-

bt
™ to the Constituticon wherte Lt dafimitely does mot belomg. The con-
sequences in adopting such & provisiom couls cause very serious
prublens tor sgriculture and business. I would caution you to

caraliiily consider this proposal in veting for oF againet the Con-
stiturion on June Btn

S hool Board Member Concernel

1 an concerned abowt Section 18 of the "Declaration of Rights™,
This secfion poses some serious guestions for public officials.
Theres meeds (o be sons stwly as to rhe degres that public officisls
will be sobject o ssit. Thare are a0 limigs
provided im this section and no reference mads
to Ehe leglalative limlis.

For example, as a school trustee, how will
this provigien affect me and other trustesa?
Even though we carry liability imsurance it ap-
pears cur board could be open to suits beyond
the limits of our liskility lossrasce. If =a,
it could lead to grester costs for the tazpayes.
and what abowt wy persooal possessions? WALI
thay too ba subject to loss?

Robert Beawhandt
1 helieve we need to take a critical look at this parcicular
sectlon and be real sure of its fmplicatlions.

A =

| State Journalist Unimpressod With New Canstitution

There ars several things Ln the propossd new comstitution Chat
fould buye Mestana snd Montsnass. Take the gaselise tan for exas-




is today the gasoline tax vou and T pay poes =
puild mnd maintalo roads, which is fair because
the users of the roads are paying for them, Bot
ug  under the proposed new  constitutien TR
would make possible the diversion of Easoline
taxed pald by motorisbts  and cruckers o other
purposes such as the welfare or Univerudcy Sy
ten Welfare and University Systen pped proper
support but not from gasoline money thar ig paid
by Bighwava users €0 bulld and malatain thedr
highways.

The woter has optlon on the next polnt that
I want to make but it Alse is part of what will
me vored on. It 1a the proposed unlcameral or

Kitn Buenfo one house legislature which some advocates have
tried ro sell @s a utoplan panacea for Montana chat will aiatomsr-
trally solve mosr of our legislative problems.

Thay point £o ficbraska's one house legislature, which i3  the
only @na in the naclon, as an example Eo  support chelr clalss.
ft"s na such Ehing. The fact is that there is great dissatisfac-
tion among many of Mebraska's leading ciltizens with their one house
gysten. For example, advocates in Montana claim that Nebraska's
gne house system leasens the effectiveness of lobbyists but ac fes
recent gession there, there were flve lobbwists in Lincoln for
every member of the leglslature. You can be sure they wouldn't be
there 1f they didn't think they could further thelr causes. adui=
cates of the one house legislature also claim that it gives more
time for delibaration and there is less need for rush inm the clos-
ing sessfons. MNoC Crue, A Hebraaka's unlcameral legislature acted
on 135 measures in the final three days of its most recent session
and 75 on the final day alone.

It's claim thar a unicameral legpislature will attract more
able men ro serve the people, which troubles me as it sounds like
we haven't had many fine legislators in Montana through the years.
The ctruth ig that ve have had many able, dedicated opes who have
servad Montama and Montanans extremely well. Tt's apparent cthac
Webraska's governor, J. J. Exon, a democrat, dsn't pleased with
many members of his one house legielature. He zaid che legislacure
in ite recent sessdon 4md T quote "abandoned the interest of the
average Mebraskan with a host of spending measures, To say that I
an displeaged with the Lack of physical responsibility by the ma=
jority of the legislatoure would be the understatement of the year,”
the governor said. He used the term "juvenile" in describing it.

Febraska's democratie govermor also got stromg support from a
Bepublican in his displeasure with che unicameral legislature.
A. L. Ender, Chairman of the Buffalo County Republican Central Ean-
mittes, for example, said the legislators and I guote “seemed al-
mest  childish in their lack of knowledge of economice and caxes.”

It dossn't sound to me like a unicameral legislature has better
legislators,

: Enders sald the unicameral legislature, and this s another
B¥ point, has no checks and balances except the gowernor's weCo.




seami, ha added, That we have oulgrown the one houss leglislarTure

Loy anka

Framik iy mamy things in the propesed sew comstitution for Mom—

Np—— R

e hawe The power now fo ssesd the pressst comsritutles if i)
sen nedded snd have Freguently done so through the ysars This
eams Like the best way fo travel im protectimg Moatans and Mon=

ranans instead of saddling us with the ssny dangers that arve in the
propheed OEW et EuE Lon.

Highway Fonds Throatened

Is discusning the proposed new Montans Constitetion I think it
nly right te recognise Uhe dedicarion smd homest effort put forth

vy ouf comvesiion delegates. It is enfortamate C[hat subject and
cime priovitiss 41d st allow thes [he meceszary
far reaihing cffecis of some of their concle

= lomE . Delsy ia passage of this sew comstits-
ticn would allow cwr citizens to stwly and thor-
osughly enderatand all rhe implications of this
document, GCood portiona could chan be amended
inte our present comstitution, amd the change
would be grodual instead of & dangerous leap
into the unknown and the untried.

One section of the new Constitution which I feel
is particularly damaging to rural people iz the
section on highay fending. Under owr pressat
Robexl F. Dt comstitution highusy fends camset b sced for
any othet purpose. This restriciios was passed
in 1956 with a ) 1J/T to | sargin by the woters of Montana. iIs che
v comsficution the leglalature cam by & )/5 wote drow on highuay
fundw for any purpose. This provision was placed in the male body
of the documint in spite of the many organizations and Individuals
who appeared bBefore its committess asking thar i he a sida issus,
so the people could again wote to safeguard their highway Ffunds.
Timing of euch a provision is particularly bad also, as the Federal
Government has announced that as the interstate system s completed
more matching funds will become avallable for primary asnd secondary
roads. This of course is what you and 1 have been waiting for;
bhowever, i Mostans spends its share of matching sonsys on other
things such as welfare, presral goverssent of aoy other of # =yrisd
of things, we will oot be able to match the federal asd our primary
ind secondary programs will come to s stand szill.

It is the opimion of many people that our gas fam is the omly
tax ww got back directly is better roads asd highways. The sors
¥0u use the rosds the sore you pay-—if you don't use them you don't
pay. What could be fairer?

Farm to market rosds are the lifeblood of our economy amd 1o
fer one will not vote fer a document that will seriously jecpardize
or &t the least dilute our important rosds program.




Business & Homeowners Unprotected

Wile there are nany legltisate chjectioms to che propossd

santana contlrmtion 1 waRt o discuss (wo of prise interest g4
Roatana pecple. Ume I3 The wamdalory snrial leglslarive senslons
- provision sritten inte the docomsent. The oohar

is cercain provisions in the revesss sectiss

If the prople of Mostana pass the proposed con-
gifration e will have sooal sessioms of e

seprans lrginlatefe

el o f § ks egizlatures teod to cawe jne
lalsbyuintes who comstmmtly prossoe sld-
salic snproditures Insitesd of pie Lan

st e imcrrases ourrescly being
rrars these ioscreasss Wwill -
Andma l coasipes Chemeslves will

sp sa geditioas]l S$1.000.000 a vear amdl savhe

In sddition snowal wessions will brisg

t Cpilh laditsc® anout AT lzgizlative employess whsreas
— years [of the duratiom of the sssslaa.
o jund @ spharp (ncreass in sials o
JEIELE would literally be a [ull vise occups-
tion for state agencies, burssus, jeparitments and [Ratlbellows,
rather than occuring every Lwo years Unfortunately the end cesult
al annual sessions would mean a lowering of the quality of our pes-
ple serving in the leglalature. Mapy people simply would not be
gbl# to leave thelr husiness every year for extended leglalative
seanlons. Whatewer problems we have in cur leglalature today, can,
im my oplalon, be salved by extendlng the sessions beyvond 60 daye,

There are many serious objections to the Revenus and Finance
Aridels ¥ilt, as far a8 the business commnity and homsowmer I8
concerned. The new Article eliminates county Boarcs of Equallsa-
tion, the State Board of Equalization and provides the state is Fe=
quired te appraisec, sssess and equalise the valuation or all tas-
ile pEropeEfiy. This means that & large force of appralsers and
superviscrs would have to be hired and pald for by the Stete to do
the job that i1s currently breing performed locally. The Hontasa
legizlaturs would have (o ectablish sn sarirely oew lmTESCTACY [0
hamdle sspessment cgualisation emd appeal procedures. The mw
Article eliminates any linit on property tCaxatiom, like striking
the Imill limitation La (he currest comstitmtion.

This means the & mill tax for sspport of the Dmiversity Sy
tem wtuld not have o be woled om by the people and che jaglale-
ture could lmpose amy mesber of mills oa property for wseppert of
the Bniversicy System. The legislsture could levy a property G
of any smcunt for =mpport of the peblic schools om statewide basis.

U there vas an sapasse over revesse  the legislaters could sisply
impose 2 statewide property tam te balamce the state’s gemsral fusd
undar the proposed comstitution. 3
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rher demgrross proposal is the legislarers cas credls state
} wote, slininating yoor right > woie oa bomd [sesaw.

d 4 the pressnt coaatlis lom naa delbi limites for comsties, cilties
e o s the propased ¢omstitution has oo essch lisicetions Bet
sllows the lgislature (o sstablish debt Limits N0 Properly owmet
wld pessibly fesl safe with bond limitations sscablished by the

legislature subject to change each year with annual sessions.

Gndar the presént consCituclon highway gas tames and ocher
seet Funds camnor be diverted from higheay purposes. The jifdposed
pascitution provides that wits VW5 wvote of tie leglslavere pas
ranes con be diverted Ia other worde if the leglalaturs meeded
5, 000,000 1o balamsce the state's gessrval fund the gas Ltam mald
b [Bcresssd by (his aessst o thar aasunt could be diveries by o0
wore =f rhe legislarere

nsther Article rthat is extressly importamt (s ©he resowal of
the profibition againet state add t6 leocal governmsni. Uader the
present constltution state collected taszes, Income Cames and
athers, can not be appropriated to the counties and cicies In  Mon-
tama, Under the new constitution an appropriatlon can be mads and
this could twrn [nto & subsidy of insfficiency or subsidy for thoss
cities sm coamties which tefuse to assumes thelr owm burdens of
{-gpove rmment .

Tha proposed comstitutios talas the wvraps &ff the propediy fam
5 1t ia comtrel of the lagialitese. 1 8 sure that | do st
ive o paist omt Co haossowners il to esisess people that it is
stTesely lapertmmt té hive safeguards im ouf cohatitutiosm I8 re-

gard o bomding and preperty tam limitatioms

State Semator Fearful of Incressed Costs

I == witally concernsd about seme of the previsions in The mew
proposed Cosstitetion. OFf prisary comcers 1o the faci that atate
el loca]l gevermmest debt limits hawe besn remeved. Thers arfe lis—
trations in owr presest Cosstitutiosn beyond
which the voters st Secide the Dimits of i=-
Aebradness In the mew proposal ihe wotets
would bave se direct wois. The legislatete
woulid set che limits on the county debt apd
thare 1= no debt limic for the state.

Ansther polnt is that the pressnt Consti-
tution has & twe-sill limitation on state prop—
erty tax for gesstal povermmsst. Under the new
Comstituticon chers would br o limit. Alresdy
.mih-#-nq-tdh--ﬁ-t-lm

state legislaturs thar & 17-aill property tex ba
Ievied for welfare.

Sem. Cavnsdd Guaiaw

Finally, 1 fesel the pressst blceseral — I howsse syitesm, Is

vital po Momtena. It **ovides The necessary chechs and balances

o i,




for good government.
zgen to very carefully read the new Constitu-

every cled
e ne beh.

tion befere voting on Jix

yuality  Education is Prime Concern

gection one af our present constitution states in a rather

t and silmple manmer - "1t shall be the duty of the legislative
ehax asgembly of Montana o escablish and maintain
a general, wnifers and thorough system of public
froe, common schools.'

This has served us well. We have come from
spe=roon schools in 1HA% to a rather sophisti-
cated and refined elementary, secondary, woca-
tional and higher educacional system. I would
wonder if the sgatement of idealistic goals as
presented in the preposed constitutien will
guarantee genuine improvement. Action, as in
the pase, will speak louder than words.

Moy, mazjorie Kong
JESHE Recent court decisions in ocher staces have

caused some to question the manner in which Montana distributes
funds to public sehools., The wording im sub-section 3, of the pro=-
posed Educatiomal Goals and Duties reflects the desire to assure
equitable distribution of monies., May I point out that the present
constitution has mor limited or restricted the legislature im set-
ting up cur foundation program which is designed with the explicic
goal of equalizing che cost of education in the varlous districts
#nd counties of the state,

The biggest =single change in the entire Education arcicls
deals with the Board of Education. Fresently our constitution pro-
vides for a single Beard of Education consisting of the Gowernor, |
Attorney Gemeral and State Superintondent of Publie Instruction |
plus 8 nembers appoinced by the governor. The new constitution i
would provide instead for two boards - ome a board of regents for
:111-! Hnnt:hnl University system - the other a Board of Public Educa- |I

om. mae boards would meet joinctly on  occasion for specific

planning and coordimation., The Govarnor, Attorney General and
Stata Supt. would no lemger be voting members of either board
:‘hq:l would gerve in an advisory capacity. This would rems
.:3""' the game of partisan politics from the arena
this is good. However, in spits of some improveme

tan oot agree with the concept of two boards. [ do
ucation starts or stops with some magic marker. "
:1:;-::&1\:;:;- education and higher education ghoul
today's society than it ever been.

::::ht‘t-::er-edmumr i'lﬂt:l.l‘:u::;t' and .
need to be calel 3 " X
:::in SpEcirum of tln:.:mmmqm
umfl.“m““‘ There is no mention in this new
education or the board by which it will be




e

the weaknesses and the criticlsms leveled

| aware of
| - I am confident &

~esent eight membar gingle board sysiem.
¥

ord, however, working through committess can beEst Cope
- varving problems im education without losing the cohe-
s which 1 fesl one board of fers There can be no vylag fof
oo siatus with & single board Lobbving interesis for wspe=
- patus wit .
; sreas of educarion have To face s board concerned with ALl
scation
a— reside in the ssallest county is Sostana, [ would

comcern of ocur people which deals with he
1 govermmeat. e feel the Co. masager [OTE
Im

i T TEOE & SFETi
= ¢ aird articles o=
§ goversment Ln Ferroless Co. is wery affective and efflclant.
view of the msbiguous wording romtained in Article X1, we fear
saty lines might be erased srhirrarily.

;rpe you to vote bot I olfer you these words of castios.
hange s not alvays progress = asd what of the word progress - W
slusys sust know, progress toward what??

Time element questioned

mur constitution is a document of fundamencal importance. Lt
is more than just the original 1889 wording, it is also the amend-
nents made since then and many court decislons dinrerproting It.
Consequently 1ts replacement should only be
undertaken after merlous deliberacion and debate
by the voters.

The proponents of the new draft have &
beavy burden of showing the necessity of re-
placement. The voters will have had a copy of
the proposed document coly 30 days and will aat
have & copy of the currest cosstitetiom.







BE SURE

BEFORE

T-

¥

VOTE

JUNE 6, 1972
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